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Objective 1. No Poverty
Abstract

Uphodling the founder, Master Hsing Yun’s vision of “cultivating people for the
hundred years to come and giving back to all sentient beings with gratefulness”, Nanhua

University strives to eliminate poverty in all forms.

Nanhua University was founded by Venerable Master Hsing Yun with the
collective aspiration of one million supporters. It is positioned as a unique university
grounded in religious humanistic spirit and centered on humanities education. Its
educational mission emphasizes “self-awareness of life,” “humanistic spirit,” and
“the ideal of a public-benefit university.” Through education, the University nurtures
students’ growth, transformation, and service-mindedness, cultivating good citizens and

outstanding talents.

Located in a suburban area in central-southern Taiwan, the University recruits
students from across the country, many of whom enter with mid-to-lower academic
performance and limited educational resources; about one-third come from
economically disadvantaged families. Before enrollment, these students often face
suppressed potential, repeated academic setbacks, weak learning attitudes, limited
communication skills, poor subject foundations, and a general lack of confidence and
direction. The University is committed to alleviating poverty and promoting social
mobility by actively recruiting disadvantaged students, offering tuition at the rate of
national universities, and granting scholarships, overseas study awards, and
entrepreneurial funds based on standardized test results. Support for disadvantaged
groups is even more generous: in addition to work-study grants, students from low-
income and lower-middle-income households receive higher scholarships, full or half
dormitory fee waivers, living subsidies, and priority for on-campus jobs. Recruitment
outreach highlights these benefits through promotional materials, online videos, radio
programs, and school visits. The University has conducted 242 principal forums
across 11 regions, reaching more than 9,000 high school students, successfully

attracting motivated learners from disadvantaged backgrounds.

The University places support for economically disadvantaged students at the core
of its strategy. Guided by the principle of “rewarding excellence and supporting the
disadvantaged” and the Ministry of Education’s Higher Education Sprout Project,
Nanhua promotes the “learning instead of part-time work” model to reduce the
burden of financial pressure on academic performance. Through cross-unit
collaboration, the University has developed 20 measures across eight dimensions,

including academic tutoring, employment and entrepreneurship, career planning,



learning excellence, and social engagement. Students participate in learning activities
during their free time and receive stipends, enabling them to focus on growth, develop
knowledge and values, and cultivate social awareness—achieving “employment upon

graduation” and giving back to society.

Academic Support:
The Center for Teaching and Learning Enhancement implements the “Enhancing Self-
Aware Learning Outcomes” initiative, helping students set goals and conduct self-
assessments. Grade-improvement incentives are offered each semester for one subject:
NT$5,000 for Excellent, NT$3,000 for A, NT$1,500 for B. The TA system strengthens

fundamental learning through in-class and after-class support.

Employment and Entrepreneurship:
An Internship Committee governs workplace experience. Partnerships with industry
and the Fo Guang Shan system provide internship opportunities. The annual career fair
helps students understand employment trends. Additional measures include required
competency workshops before corporate visits, overseas exchange/internship grants
ranging from NT$30,000 to NT$300,000, and entrepreneurship stimulation through

recruitment events.

Career Planning:
A four-year framework guides students through exploration (Year 1), strengthening
(Years 2-3), and decision-making (Year 4). Students use the UCAN database to assess
interests and common competencies in Year 1 and professional competencies in Year 3.
A learning portfolio platform and e-Portfolio competition support self-reflection.
Career mentors offer weekly consultations, while industry consultants provide 2—4
trend-sharing sessions per semester. Students receive NT$600 per activity (maximum

NT$6,000 per semester) for participating in competency and exploration events.

Learning Excellence and Social Practice:
Students taking nine or more tutoring credits receive academic awards: NT$15,000 for
scores >90, NT$10,000 for >85, NT$6,000 for >80, or NT$5,000 for a five-point
improvement. Volunteer service awards: NT$2,000 for 20 hours, NT$3,000 for 30
hours, NT$4,000 for 40 hours. Altruistic proposals receive NT$5,000, with
NT$10,000 for implementation. Off-campus competition participation is awarded
NT$3,000.

Financial aid and tuition waivers provide immediate support. Scholarships for the
financially challenged include internal and external awards, tuition waivers, and
subsidies, ensuring students can graduate smoothly. Living grants of NT$6,000 per
month—aligned with Ministry of Education guidelines—are tied to service-learning,

fostering independence and employability. Tuition waivers follow Ministry regulations



and are available to students who can document eligibility, including children of
military/civil service workers, active-duty military dependents, students with
disabilities (and their children), low-income or lower—middle-income households,

Indigenous students, and those from special circumstances families.

To strengthen long-term sustainability, the University engages in external
fundraising. The Social Resource Development Committee establishes platforms and
dedicated scholarship funds, linking enterprises and alumni. Supporters include the
Want Want Foundation (NT$600,000 annually for 120 beneficiaries), youth charity
programs (cumulative NT$10.5 million), U-Tong Foods (NT$200,000 entrepreneurship
fund), Yugo Cultural & Educational Foundation, Tsai Han-Yi Charity, and Rotary Clubs.
Fo Guang Shan provides NT$20 million annually to support admissions and
scholarships, including special funds for learning. Students participate in traditional
alms-walk fundraising and service activities, fulfilling the founding vision of “one
million people supporting education.” Industry—academia alliances offer targeted
support for disadvantaged students, including internships, stipends, and enhanced

employment opportunities.

The Pearl Project, implemented since 2013, treats students as unpolished gems,
focusing on those who are economically disadvantaged, require special education
support, are international students, or demonstrate exceptional perseverance. It follows
the principle of “life empowering life,” offering one-on-one mentoring to build
confidence and problem-solving skills. Activities include academic research,
certification guidance, overseas learning coaching, competitions, reading groups,
volunteer work, and arts performances. From 2013 to 2024, 187 projects were
completed; 21 projects were implemented in 2023-2024. Selected stories have been
compiled into the publication Life Stories Handbook.

Scholarships for international students encourage high-achieving and high-
potential learners. Tuition and fees are fully waived in the first semester; from the
second semester onward, the top 30% continue to receive full waivers, and others are
charged at national university rates. Awards per semester are announced based on
academic performance. Students from low-income countries such as Nepal, Cambodia,
and Indonesia account for 42.77%—64.68% of beneficiaries. Support totaled
NT$16,121,415 for 535 recipients in 2021, NT$7,114,278 for 251 recipients in 2022,
and NT$7,293,904 for 230 recipients in 2023—exceeding NT$30 million overall—
ensuring stable study and graduation, exemplifying the University’s commitment to

global public welfare.



“Objective 1 No Poverty: August 2023 to July 2024; the main achievements and

data are shown below.

Index Quantity Remarks

The number of low-income
Percentage of low-income students receiving 416 students is 204
financial aid to the total number of students (%) The total number of students

in the University is 4,894
Average amount of scholarships awarded to Subsidies account for about
each disadvantaged student (USD) 1057 half of the tuition and fees
Number of applicants for tuition and fee
reduction 94
Percentage of economically disadvantaged

59.97%

students participating in the counseling program
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Nanhua University Policy for Establishing
Scholarships and Grants for International Students

Amendments adopted on April 10, 2013, during the third executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on July 31, 2013, during the sixth executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on July 2, 2013, during the fifth executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on January 14, 2014, during the fifth executive council of the first academic term
Amendments adopted on November 16, 2015, during the fifth executive council of the first academic term
Amendments adopted on June 27, 2016, during the fifth executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on May 8, 2017, during the fourth executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on December 25, 2017, during the fifth executive council of the first academic term
Amendments adopted on July 30, 2018, during the fifth executive council of the first academic term
Amendments adopted on April 22, 2019, during the third executive council of the second academic term
Amendments adopted on October 18, 2021, during the third executive council of the first academic term
Amendments adopted on January 19, 2022, during the fifth executive council of the first academic term

Article 1. This policy is established to encourage outstanding international students to

attend Nanhua University.

Avrticle 2. The international students referenced in this policy refer to international
students, overseas Chinese students, and mainland Chinese students enrolled
at Nanhua University. Detailed definitions of international students referred
to in the previous paragraphs are as follows:

l. International students: students who do not possess citizenship to the
Republic of China as prescribed in Article 2 of the Nationality Act and do
not possess overseas Chinese status, or those who have lost their Republic
of China nationality for more than eight whole years.

Il. Overseas Chinese students: Chinese students born and residing overseas,
or those who have resided continuously overseas for more than six years
and obtained a permanent or long-term residence permit from their country
of residence, and who have now returned to the Republic of China for
schooling and have been recognized by the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Commission as "overseas Chinese students."

ll.lMainland Chinese students: mainland Chinese students in the
undergraduate or master’s programs admitted through the University
Entrance Committee for mainland Chinese students.

Article 3. The subsidy standards for new overseas Chinese students’ tuition fees are
equivalent to that of local students’ admission grants for the first semester.

New mainland Chinese students’ tuition fee is equivalent to the tuition fee of

60



private universities for the first semester.  Starting from the second semester,
all international, overseas Chinese students, and mainland Chinese students
are eligible for the scholarships and grants specified in this policy.
Undergraduate students are eligible for scholarships and grants for a
maximum of four academic years, master students for a maximum of two
academic years, and doctoral students for a maximum of three academic
years. This excludes students who delay graduation, are enrolled in in-service
master's programs, are exchange students, and are trainees.

Article 4 Types of Scholarships and Grants

I Type A scholarship: covers the full tuition fee and miscellaneous charges,
and exempts students from voluntary work.

Il. Type Al scholarship: covers the full tuition fee and requires the payment
of miscellaneous charges, but exempts students from voluntary work.

lll. Type A2 grant: covers the full tuition fee, and requires the payment of
miscellaneous charges and the completion of voluntary work.

IV. Type B scholarship: The subsidy standards for the tuition fee and
miscellaneous charges are equivalent to that of local students’ admission
grants, and students are exempt from voluntary work.

V. Type C low-income grant: covers the full tuition fee and miscellaneous
charges, and requires students to complete voluntary work.

Article 5 Scholarship and Grant Review Criteria:

I [New students]: the first semester for the international students to enter
the school starting from the 2022 academic year

1) Students who have a GPA of 3.2 and above, or an average score of 80
and above in their highest education level, according to the entry
requirements.

(1) Undergraduate students shall receive Type Al scholarships.
(2) Master students shall receive Type Al scholarships.
(3) Doctoral students shall receive Type A scholarships.

2) Students who fail to achieve a GPA of 3.2 and above, or an average
score of 80 and above in their highest education level, according to the
entry requirements.

(1) Undergraduate students shall receive Type A2 grants, and
must complete 72 hours of voluntary work (including 30 hours
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of active participation) arranged by the Office of International
and Cross-Strait Affairs or other offices during the semester in
which they receive the scholarship.

(2) Master students shall receive Type A2 grants, and must
complete 36 hours of voluntary work (including 30 hours of
active participation) arranged by the Office of International
and Cross-Strait Affairs or other offices during the semester in
which they receive the scholarship.

(3) Doctoral students shall receive Type Al grants.

(4) Type B scholarships are available to students who apply for
exemption from voluntary work.

3) Type C low-income grant:

(1) Those issued with certification of low-income or
recommendation letter, which has been reviewed and
approved by their local government, graduating schools, or
overseas Fo Guang Shan Temples will receive Type C grants.
Maximally five recipients per country per semester are granted.

(2) Students who receive Type C low-income grants must
complete 100 hours of voluntary work (including 30 hours of
active participation) arranged by the Office of International
Cross-Strait Affairs or other offices during the semester in
which they receive the scholarship.

Il. [Returning Students]: the second semester and above for the
international students to enter the school starting from the 2022
academic year

1) Type A scholarship:

(1) Undergraduate students who rank in the top 30% in the previous
semester, and whose behavior scores are 80 and above.

(2) Master students who rank in the top 30% in the previous semester,
and whose behavior scores are 80 and above.

(3) Doctoral students who rank in the top 50% in the previous semester,
and whose behavior scores are 80 and above.

2) Type B scholarship:
1. Undergraduate students who rank outside the top 30% (exclusive) in

the previous semester, with an average score of 60 and above, shall
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receive Type B scholarships in the next semester.
Master students who rank outside the top 30% (exclusive) in the
previous semester, with an average score of 70 and above, shall
receive Type B scholarships in the next semester.
Doctoral students who rank outside the top 50% (exclusive) in the
previous semester, with an average score of 70 and above, shall

receive Type B scholarships in the next semester.

3) Type C grants:

Those issued with certification of low-income or recommendation

letter, which has been reviewed and approved by their local

government, graduating schools, or overseas Fo Guang Shan

Temples, and having an average score of 60 in the previous semester

will receive Type C grants. Maximally five recipients per country per

semester are granted. Students who receive Type C low-income

grants must complete 150 hours of voluntary work (including 30

hours of active participation) arranged by the Office of International

and Cross-Strait Affairs or other offices during the semester in which

they receive the scholarship.

II1. [Returning Students]: from the second semester of the 2022 academic

year, international students who have a behavior score of 80 and above,

and an average score of 60 and above in the undergraduate program or

an average score of 70 and above in Master’s and Doctoral programs:

1)

(@)

3)

Undergraduate students who rank in the top 15% (inclusive) of their
program in the previous semester shall receive Type A scholarships;
those who rank between 16% and 40% (inclusive) of their program
shall receive Type Al scholarships; those who rank below 40%
(exclusive) shall receive Type B scholarships.

Master students who rank in the top 15% (inclusive) of their
program in the previous semester shall receive Type A scholarships;
those who rank between 16% and 40% (inclusive) of their program
shall receive Type Al scholarships; those who rank below 40%
(exclusive) shall receive Type B scholarship.

Doctoral students who rank in the top 15% (inclusive) of their
program in the previous semester shall receive Type A scholarships;

those who rank between 16% and 40% (inclusive) of their program
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shall receive Type Al scholarships; those who rank below 40%
(exclusive) shall receive Type B scholarships.

(4) Those issued with certification of low-income or recommendation
letter, which has been reviewed and approved by their local
government, graduating schools, or overseas Fo Guang Shan
Temples will receive Type C grants. Maximally five recipients per
country per semester are granted. Students who receive Type C
low-income grants must complete 150 hours of voluntary work
(including 30 hours of active participation) arranged by the Office
of International Cross-Strait Affairs or other offices during the
semester in which they receive the scholarship.

IV. Special performance scholarships and grants:

(1) Students who have published two papers on “SCI, SSCI, A&HCI,
TSSCI, THCI, and EI Compendex” as the first authors,
corresponding authors, or second authors can apply for Type A
scholarships for the next semester. These papers cannot be used to
apply for the “Thesis Scholarship for Students of Nanhua
University”.

(2) Students who perform well in off-campus competition activities may
apply for subsidies or awards according to the “Subsidy and
Incentive Measures for Students of Nanhua University to Participate
in Off-campus Competition Activities”.

(3) For students who win honors for the university due to their excellent
performance, scholarships and grants shall be reported by the Office
of International and Cross-Strait Affairs to the president for
approval and determined according to the overall development
expenditure in that academic year. In principle, scholarships and
grants are offered to a maximum of 3 students per academic year,
with a maximum amount of NTD 10,000.

(4) The above subsidies or awards for excellent performance can only
be applied once for the same event. Those who have received
scholarships and grants from other organizations are not allowed to
apply again.

Article 6. Required documents:
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I. New students: Automatically considered for scholarships when applying

for admission.

() Original transcript of the highest education level.

(I A copy of the highest educational certificate, diploma, or degree.

(1) Proof of low income (issued by a local government, graduating
school, or overseas Fo Guang Shan temple, or recommendation
letters; optional).

(IV) Recommendation letter if the student attended a sister school or
other relevant collaborating unit.

(V) Other supporting documents detailing the student's excellent
performance (optional).

II.If the above documents are not in Chinese, a translated Chinese or
English copy, verified by an overseas unit, must be attached.

Article 7. Review procedures:

I. New students: International student applications undergo a
preliminary assessment by the relevant department (institute) or
college and are then sent to the Office of International Cross-Strait
Aftairs for further review. The application is then sent to the president
for approval.

Il. Students: Transcripts and rankings provided by the Office of
Academic Affairs are sent to the Office of International Cross-Strait
Affairs where the information is tabulated and sent to the Accounting
Office for review. The application is then sent to the president for
approval.

Article 8. Restrictions:

. Students who have already received the Taiwan Scholarship are not
eligible for scholarships or grants.

Il. Students are not eligible for Type A scholarships or grants if they
have already received scholarships or grants from the Taiwan
government, which specifically states that concurrent subsidies are
not allowed.

Avrticle 9. Revoking eligibility:
I A. Students who failed one-half or more of their classes in the

previous term or those cited with a major demerit are disqualified
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from receiving scholarships and grants for the current term.

Il. If the recipient is absent from classes for more than 45 hours in an
academic term, the recipient will be dealt with according to the
university's rules and regulations and is also disqualified from
receiving scholarships and grants.

lll. If it is discovered that a recipient has forged documents or lied about
the circumstances leading to eligibility for the scholarship or grant,
the recipient's eligibility will be immediately revoked and the portion
of the scholarship or grant already paid to the recipient will be
recovered.

IV. The recipients who failed to accomplish the regulated hours of
voluntary work in the previous semester will not be granted
scholarships in the next semester.

Article 10. Special classes for overseas students both within and without the
university and the students recommended by sister universities both
operate on a contractual system in which both parties agree to the fee
standards. All issues that arise regarding special classes are subject to
the relevant provisions and are separate from this policy.

Article 11. Matters not mentioned herein will be handled in accordance with
relevant laws and regulations.

Article 12. This policy is adopted by the executive council and reviewed by the
president for final confirmation before formal implementation. Any
amendments to this policy must also be approved.
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